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Background 
The Minutes of the 13th HWG Meeting on Ship Reporting Systems (SRS) and Vessel Traffic Services (VTS), 

held on 3-4 September 2014 in Haugesund, Norway, are attached. 

 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the outcome. 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
HARMONIZATION WORKING GROUP (HWG) 
                                 

Minutes of 13th HWG Meeting  
On Ship Reporting Systems (SRS) and Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) 
Date: 3-4th September 2014 
Haugesund 
 

1. Opening of the meeting 
2. Is there a future for HWG? 
All participants agreed to continue the work at HWG and decided to review the old “Term of 
reference, ToR” to make it more manageable.  A new ToR was produced and renamed “Term of 
Reference, v.2.0” 
 
Even if the Finnish Transport Agency were not able to join the meeting; they had in advance sent 
their views of the HWG and its future, as a basis for discussions. 
 
3. Revision of the action list  
The workgroup decided to focus on three items in the new ToR, 
  4.1.3 Promote a unified use of standard phrases   
 4.2.2 Promote the existing system of the exchange of operators 
  4.3.6 Establish a common approach to the collection of statistics 
 
4. Presentation of finalized tasks 
5. Work in progress 
6. National input in related matters  
Estonia 

 EMA: Informed about a customer service investigation in the VTS area. 

Denmark 
 ADF: Sound VTS has decided on a new VTS system/equipment 2015/2016 and SMA is the 

lead nation to purchase. Great Belt VTS will also purchase new equipment but it will not 
necessary be the same equipment as Sound VTS, because of dissimilar tasks. 
ADF has completed two audits at Sound VTS and at Great Belt VTS. Audits will be carried 
out every fifth year by an external colleague working in the VTS domain.  In order to 
establish a back-up plan for the use of the VTS simulator in connection with the building 
Fehmarn belt tunnel, both VTS authorities (Waterways and Shipping Directorate North 
and Admiral Danish Fleet) visited Chalmers in Gothenburg. The first option is to use 
Warnemünde Institute, but this will only be possible if the new equipment will be 
installed in time. 

 Information was provided on Danish experiences on early notification prior to SRS 
passage. It is possible to pre-send data via e-mail, but it has not proven to be particularly 
popular as it usually includes communication costs. Approximately 20-25% sends pre- 
notifications by e-mail or the like in BELTREP and about 15% do so in SOUNDREP.   
 
DMA: Informed of considerations on reviewing BELTREP and SOUNDREP at a later stage, 
seeking possible further user improvements for ships and coordination VTS’ in between. 



 

 
 

Side 2 

One solution could be a merged KATREP with pre-reporting in the EEZ. Such an idea had 
to be further discussed between Denmark and Sweden, if possible.   

Sweden 
 SMA: Has completed a VHF upgrade from analog to digital. 

  
STA:  SMA and STA have ongoing discussions on the allocation of responsibilities and 
jurisdictions of the National Competent Authority and VTS Authority.             

Latvia 
 LMA: Informed about Riga VTS. Their role in HWG is to observe. A presentation was 

made of an electronic pilot receipt, which is also connected to SSN for   ATA and ATD 
reporting. 

Norway 
 NCA:  A revision of existing Norwegian traffic regulations has begun, and the 

participating authorities were therefore asked to send information about how they 
regulate Hazards/dangerous cargo which is not included in the IMO code but are listed in 
the IMO circ. The NCA is in a phase of reorganizing all departments, starting with its 
pilotage service. Next year VTS services will be reviewed.  

 
7. Matters from IMO, EU/EMSA, HELCOM and IALA 
For upcoming HWG meetings, the Danish Maritime Authority, by Mr. Jensen, was asked to 
present related matters from IMO/EU and The Swedish Transport Agency, by Ms. Sundklev, was 
also asked to present related matters from IALA VTS committee.  

 
IMO matters 
Mr. Jensen informed about updates and harmonization concerning SOUNDREP and BELTREP.  
 
He also informed of the recent Turkish proposal to the IMO, NCSR 1, for a SRS named IZMITRAP 
that though was rejected due to it was considered giving unnecessary  administrative burdens 
for the shipping.  
 
New SRS and amendments for existing SRS should be well prepared to strengthen their chances 
of approval due to the current focus on reducing the administrative burdens  of SRS systems 
around the world.  
 
A work item for amending IMO resolution A.917(22) on Guidelines for the onboard operational 
use of shipborne AIS had been approved for consideration at the IMO NCSR 1 meeting in July. 
However, due to time constraint, the outcome was doubtful. A few improvements could be 
mentioned as the enhanced reflection on the IMO circular SN / Circ. 244 on the use of 
UNLOCODE in AIS messages.  The amended A.917(22) had to be approved first by the MSC and 
then adopted by the Assembly before implementation. Though mentioned in various documents 
including the A.917(22), that AIS could/should transmit dangerous cargo, this is not possible in 
the technical AIS protocol. AIS can only transmit the MARPOL noxious substances X, Y, Z and OS 
(previously A, B, C and D) relevant for tankers. This had been slightly better described in the 
amended A.917(22). 
 
EU matters  
The planned revision of the VTMIS directive of the EU COMMISSIONand EMSA were especially 
highlighted. Mr. Jensen noted the importance of having adequate representation in the SSN High 
Level Steering Group, HLSG. 



 

 
 

Side 3 

 
IALA matters 
Overall information 
Ms. Sundklev informed about CETMO/GTMO 5 +5 meeting regarding VTS/VTMIS. They are 
interested to establish a VTS / SRS in the western Mediterranean and they were interested in the 
work of both, HELCOM and HWG. 
 
Operational working group 
Participants were encouraged to review the drafted strategy paper for the next meeting.  
Technical working group 
The participants were encouraged to participate in Working Group 2. The process of V-128 was 
presented. The NCA was asked to describe the process in a document. See attached document 
Training working group  
 The revalidation of VTSO will be an important document that will be produced in the group.  
 
8. Any other matters 
9. Time and place of next meeting 
The Estonian Maritime Administration will chair the HWG14 meeting, and will make a request to 
the Polish Maritime Administration if the meeting can be held in Poland. Suggested time for the 
next meeting is the first week of September (02-03.09.2015). The host (EMA) will send an 
invitation with more details.   
10.  Update of the action list and contact list  
11.  Closing of the meeting 
There was consensus among all participants to continue the work of the Harmonization Working 
Group (HWG). With the new ToR the working group has agreed on productive plans for the years 
ahead and HWG should continue to be an important network to both gain and share experience 
and knowledge. Cooperation within HWG should increase the possibility to influence ongoing 
international and national developments in the maritime sector, so that such developments 
contribute to meet our objectives as set in the HWG ToR. Participants are invited to frequently 
use the contact list.  
 
List of Participants at the meeting 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Country Administration Name 

Denmark 

Danish Maritime Authority Carsten Jensen 

Admiral Danish Fleet Niels. J. Mygind 

Admiral Danish Fleet Per Bæk Hansen 

Estonia 
Estonian Maritime Administration Are Piel 

Estonian Maritime Administration Juri Ehandi 

Latvia 
Maritime Administration of Latvia Madars Dilbergs 

Freeport of Riga Authority Jurijs Zarinš 

Norway 

Norwegian Coastal Administration Malin Dreijer 

Norwegian Coastal Administration Trond Ski 

Norwegian Coastal Administration, second day Richard Aase 

Sweden 

Swedish Transport Agency Monica Sundklev 

Swedish Maritime Administration Anders Johannesson 

Swedish Maritime Administration Victor Johansson 


